By JOHN McCORMICK Y
EVER MELT A GAL who doesn’l know

how many great grandchildren she has?”

LEver meel the woman whose [ather carried
the mail between Ventura and Los Angeles
on horseback before there were any roads?
How aboul a woman who met her husband
in the first dance hall Oxnard ever had?

You really should meel Bertha Moraga,
one of the grandest women this county has
cver- produced. She'll be 87 the last day of
next month, but you'd think she was in her
carly 20s the way she carrics hersell. With

. sparkling cyes and an alert mind, she is
a bundle of menlal and physical energy —
and you'll darn-well belicve she will live
[orever.

If we were lo list the names of her
children, grandchildven, greal-grandchildren

i 1
greal-grandchildren . it would

+ probably - [illymost of this magazine. 1f Lhey
< were all igathered under ‘gne rool they'd

probably Till the * OxnardrAudilorium. A
couple' of years ‘ago some. of her children
gol logether in an atlempt ly Ggure out just
what the head-count ol theJamily actually
totaled.: 7. ot
" “We got lo 140 greal-grandchildren,” son
Rudy- said,**"'Bul -we "had '
couldn’t count them all.”.
Nowd o SRS LYy
“AH, "WHO' CARES? ! ILireally "doesn’t
miike ‘any: dilference," 'Berlha added. And
that pretty “well - sums*fup Bertha's
plhilosnphy.__' Tt ‘\‘. ' i T
Born on the Camulos Ranch in Piru April
30, 1883, ‘she ‘was-the ‘first'of eight children
of Frank and Petra Moreno.{Petra’s maiden
name was Fulmore and_-_-she;'was born on
' R0 |

the north hillside of Piru, "My §
on my mother's side was German,”
suid, "You see, when the Ind
the Germans and the Spanish  had 9
over 1 pu that's how my grandparents
ot lugether ™ 4
Speaking of her prandmother Fulmore,
she said, “She died the day alter she gave
birth to my mother, so all the kids were
roised by the other grandparents — (he
Dominguezes — who were large land-holders
in the Piru area.™
On her Tather's side, Lthe grandfather,
Frank Moreno Sr., owned a [eed slore in
Los Angeles. However he moved lo Venlura
and opened anolher [eed slore on Mela Street
near the presenl railroud (racks. “Besldes
selling. feed, he renled horses, saddles,
buggies and the like,” Dertha said.
- - Bertha's Tather grew up-in' Venlura and
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-His wile had die

1
Tertha al 17 was golng sleady with Teny Moraga, bul

B T

- ibe conrishy-castigdor tle yeacs Refore they married.
’ o g Ly ;

‘Stage Between

-
S

Husband Drove

Tony Moraga at 18 was a hard-working cowboy and ranch hand
for Loule Maulbardt.

Port Hueneme and Montalvo

became a rider for the U. S. mails, riding
horseback to deliver and pick up mail in
Los Angeles.

“He carried a big long rifle stulfed down
through a holster in his saddle,” she said,
“And he packed a couple ol six-shoolers on
his belt.

“IN THOSE DAYS of no ronds, he
followed the Sunta Clara River lo the Piru
area where he crossed -it. Of course, during
the rainy season il gol prelly dangerous
riding horseback across the river. Some men
drowned during those years."

Shortly after Frank and Pelra had
Bertha, they moved 'to Sanla Paula.
However Frank died when Bertha had just
become a lech-ager. She had lo go lo work
in the citrus packing house lo help support
the family. It was the first packing house
in Santa Pauly, owned by Nathan Blanchard,

and she said she will always remember the -
long hours — going to work at T-a.m. and

many Llimes ‘not getting off watil 11 pum.
“But, what the heck, when -you're only 14
you are young and healthy and can stand
it,” she said.

It was the turn of the century, Sepl.
16, 1900, a day of celebration for the Mexican
people — for them to- enjoy Mexico's In-
dependence Day, Bertha mel a husky young
man by the name ol Tony Moraga. Their
meeling was al the first dance hall in the
new city of Oxnard. Of course the town didn’t
incorporale until 1903, It scemed lo be love
al [first sight for the young couple, and it
wasn't too long belore Tony proposed.
However, Bertha had to refuse because ol

‘working to help support her family. In fact,

it was [ive years later that they wed.

In that period from when she first mel
Tony until the wedding, her mother had
slarted entertaining a local barber in Piru.
and he was lelt alone
Lo raise some.children. <. i fuv o

“She liked this barber, and I thought

iy ““Dr.' Livi
e first namet— rmde a hospital ‘of his office.

to mysell — il she marries him 1'm going
lo get out of here. I'll go marry Tony,"
she « ted/ It led as though she
didn’t like her molher's seleclion for a new
husband. Not the case, however *‘Hairculs
were only twenly-live cents,” she said, "so
‘how could thefpoor puy support his own
kids, my mother, and the eight of us? I
ligured 1 wasn't going lo keep working lo
help pay for that gang." Bertha said Louis
Gutierrez, the barber, did eventually marry
her mother. ““He was a very [ine man, kind
Lo all of us kids!"

' BERTHA_-_‘;FIARRIED Tony Moraga at
the Ventura-Lounty courthouse in 1905,
Shortly afler, the became ill and was laken
Lo the first hosjital in Oxnard.

n — I don't remember his

‘It was locate{ where the rear parking lot
“i0f the Edison Company in Oxnard is at the
‘present-Ume,’ she recalled. “It was a (wo-

.story buildingiwith several rooms, but only

: St . ¥
~*Ton ';hlilifghr.ﬂ'mnybe we should be
.married'by a pfiest'so we pot married again

... "in that hospital. Dr, Livingston and the nurse

- stood up for:us,'"

Tony Mogaga was born on his parents®
ranch .in. El ‘Rio. It covered Lhe property
-wl_:ere the ngw Esplanade was recently built
in" the Wagon Wheel area. When he was
14 he drove-a two-horse stage between
-Hueneme.‘and the railroad depot ‘at Mon-
. talvo. In’those days there was no-railroad
through™Oxnard. The coast route of the
SouthernPacific ran from L.A, to Saugus
,‘With -a cutoff (hrough the Santa Clara River
: Valley to Montalvo and then on up the coast
.10 5an Francisco. A
' One of the difficult chores for young Tony
was fordingithe Santa Clara River during
the rainy’ season, since his slage coac
driving.wag long before a bridge was built.

“ONE"DAY A TRAIN hit the slage,

Loule Gulierrez, the genlleman on the lefl,
was a Plru barher who beeame Bertha's
sleplather shonlly afler the turn of the centure.
: lis son Is unidentificd,

killing one of the horses and breaking Tony's
arm,” Bertha said, “His father whipped him
Tor it, nolL knowing that it was not Tony's
fault. It made Tony mad and he ran away.
He went lo Louie Maulhardt's ranch. Tony,

. wenl to work for Louic and slayed on Lhe
- job for 25 years."”

“Tony and Bertha made their home in

""a small frame house localed across Highway
. 101 Trom Llhe presenl Esplanade. Although

Tony died in 19507 of cancer, Bertha slill
lives in il loday.
In the, early.days of their marriage, El

" Rio was a bustling little communily cenlered
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by an intersection that was bordered on the

southeast side by Simon Cohn's general
merchandise store, The inlersection was that
of the highway to Los Angeles and the road
to Oxnard or Saticoy,

When the bridge across the Santa Clara
River was built aboul 1906, the road from
Ventura swung ofl the bridge on’ the south
side and through El Rio just as it is today.
There was -no Highway 1 culting through
the Wagon Wheel arca. As the aulomobile
became  popular, drivers coming [rom

. Venlura would 'drive inlo the. cenler-of El
el Rio™ and then Shurn srightiat'tthe Smain ' in
crossed ,

lersection and ‘go “west-until the
the railroad tracks before turning  south
ngain o go to Oxnard,

SIMON COHN'S STORE was:a mecca
for all the farmers, farmhands, cowboys and
sugar faclory workers. Farmers dealt with
old Simon on long-term credit plans. They
charged all of their [ood, clothing and sup-

plies on an annual basis, It -was not'a case-

of paying the bill every month, It was more
“I'll pay you when ‘the crop is harvesled,
shipped .and sold.” He was as much a banker
as a merchandiser. And farm workers and.
their families dealt much the same way with
Cohn because paydays were not always once
a month from the farmer. ’

When the presenl 101 Freeway was built,
the old intersection of El .Rio was wiped
out. Both the [reeway and the on and off-
ramps now encircle what was the business
center of that community, .~

Tony and Bertha were, -parents of 13
children, including one set of twins,’ Only
six are slll living loday. They are: Mrs.
Freda Marlinez.of El Rio; Mrs, Eva Merrill

of Gardena; Mrs, Evelyn"Lopez, who lives.
.. next doorito ??cﬂ.hn:
py

Mrs. . -Belluh..Davis.-ol
Fif I‘onh.k"l:d"

e i

‘Sold Esplanade’
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Willic Donlon shot this picture In 1906, From

i} J% % i B -
left are Ray. Connelly, Malt Bovehard and Albert Gisler,
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The house In background belonged lo Sam Fong Yee who was marooncd for several lays because
e flood from the Santa Clara River moved through this sectlon. Yee's honse was sitnated Just aboul
where the Sears store is localed In the new Esplanade al Wagon Wheel. When the men eame o rescue
Yee he was having a driuk of Sakl, clalming his food had run om,

":Moraga, also’ of Oxnard. Both sons work
. in.construction.

Cancer killed Berlha's husband in 1950,
*she claims, “Wood-splitting is. whal caused
< the .cancer,” she says disgustedly today. “He
-was always splitting wood and many times
sharp- pieces of cut wood would scrateh
across his stomach, I'm telling you those
scratches would bleed and I just know that
they infected his stomach.” A theory of
Bertha's she [ully believes.

Although Tony has been gone 20 years,
Bertha apparently -never slowed down. She
is a member of lhe Fifty-Plus Club of Ox-
nard. “I go to the dances and parlies every
Thursday,” she gleefully says. “By pgolly,

- I love to dance and 1 have a good time.”

Tony Moraga loved walermelon and and was caughl by pholozrapher munching through a section.
Cancer caused his death nol too long afler dhis piclure in 1959, i3

3
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lo gel his mother lo move into Oxnard where
he and brother Tony can keep an casier
eye on her. “Bul she won't move,” he says.
“I tell her I can get her a new modern place
but she won't budge.”

“What the heck, I like il here,” she in-
sists. 'l can look oul across Lhe highway
and see Lhat beauliful Esplanade and walch
all the cars go by.

“My hushand's [lather owned that
property and he sold it o Abe Hobson for
$1 an acre,” she laughed. “But that was
all right, he only paid fifly cenls an acre
for iL."”" Then she really chuckled.

“Hobson put a slaughter house there for
awhile. He later built one near the Ventura
River. bunks in Venlura.” She was rveferring
to another counLy pi © whose daught
mirried and, with thel hushands, developed
Rancho Casitas which- became the Waller
Hollman ranch — now under Lake Casilas.
Although Waller dicd muny years ago, his
wile, Edith Hobson Holfman, remains aclive
in many business and political liekls while
living in  Venlura. The other daughler
marvied Fred Smith and lived in the Ojai
unlil her death a couple of years ago.

Both Walter Hoffman Jr and Mrs. Kay
Haley, are the children of Mrs, Hollman
— and are active in muny county civie al-
[airs,

BESIDES THE DANCING al the Fifty-
Plus Club, Bertha says she is a big winner
al Bingo. *You know something, | won so
olten that they were gelling suspicious of
me." she laughed,

Five years. ago much of the Moraga
family gol together for a reunion honoring
Berthua, Al that time they were able Lo count
90 preat-prandchildren, However, that was
not all, so they gove up. A couple of years
apo Rudy said they lried counting again.
“This time we counled 140, and still didn’t
pget them all, so we pave up. There just
doesn’t seem to be o way of counting Lthem
all.”

Bertha interjecled,  “Some  of  my
grandchildren have kids by bunches. One
of them down in Orvange Counly has 14 kids.
And my pgrandkids are so spread oul. U've
pot one granddaughler in Sacramenlo, one
in Tokyo, one in oh what (he heck, how
do you expect me Lo count them all?"

Bertha is a very happy woman, She
enjoys her home which she keeps very neal.
She likes lo walk, enjoying the chals as she
strolls through ElI Rio. And her longlime
neighbor amd friend, Nazarene Donlon, s
a daily  companion as they chal oon Lhe
Lelephone and visit with cach other Belween
the two of them they can recall mueh of
Lhe history of this counly.

About Bertha's health at her ape she
said, “People sometimes ask me how come
I live so long. T tell (hem — Be happy
whatever happens. I they Lalk againsl you,
o hell with them. De happy and enjoy a
good lile.

Obviously  she  practices  what  she
preaches, Berthan Moraga, a prand gal, is
someone you really should know.,
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